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CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ITHACA, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 22, 1957

Dear Dicky:
It was good to get your letter of October 15.
Let me say that I shall indeed, be happy to
recommend Rear Admiral Thomas H, Robbins, Jr. for

administrative work in a college or university.

There are times when I am asked to make
such recommendations and I will certainly keep his name
in mind in case an appropriate position appears.

It was a very interesting visit to the Naval
Academy and our Board had a very exciting time.

Thanks again for your letter.
Cordially,
—_—

eane W, Malott 5~

DWM:pm

Mr. R, D. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




Navy-Marine GorPs Memorial Stadium
AnnaPo]is, Marylaml

Co-ordinator

REAR ADM. W. R. SMEDBERG, IIl, USN

National Advisory Board

HON. JOHN L. SULLIVAN, CHAIRMAN
HON. ROBERT B. ANDERSON
HON. THOMAS S. GATES, JR.
HON. HERBERT R. ASKINS
HON. LEROY COLLINS
HON. ARTEMUS L. GATES
HON. OVETA CULP HOBBY
. DAN A. KIMBALL
. CHARLES S. THOMAS

. BEN MOREELL, CEC, USN, RET. 2/, October 1957
. JOHN J. BLANDIN

. GEORGE RUFUS BROWN
. CHARLES P. CRANE

. ROBERT CROWN

. F. KENNETH EASTER

. A. VON GONTARD

. ROBERT R. GROS

. PHILIP H. HILL

. C. HORTON SMITH

Campaign Director Dear Admiral Bates:
CAPT. E. B. FLUCKEY, USN

Nat’l. Co-ordinator On behalf of the Naval Academy Athletic
for Special Projects Association I would like to acknowledge your
MR. JULES ALBERTI contribution of $10.00 to the Navy - Marine Corps
. . Memorial Stadium Fund. Your support of our worthy
"lecizgﬁﬁ;Aﬁu”3 project is greatly appreciated.,

I sincerely hope you will have an opportunity
to witness Navy play in the new stadium and will gain
additional satisfaction from the knowledge that through
contributions such as yours the construction was made
possible.

Sincerely,

opmander, U. S. Navy

Rear Admiral R, W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newpor‘t, R.TI.







L.1. U. Alumni’s Fund Drive
Is Opened at ‘Sunrise Rally’

‘The Long Island 'University
Alumni’s Fund campaign was
inaugurated yesterday by Wil-
liam Zeckendorf. president of
the ingtitution’s board of trus-
tees, with a “sunrise rally” at
a breakfast.in the dining room
of Webb & Knapp, 383 Madison
Ave, which Mr. Zeckendorf also
heads.

Twelve alumni attending the
breakfast, it was announced,
each pledged a contribution of
$1,000 toward the $100,000
alumni goal for the one-year
drive.

In addition to Mr. Zacken-
dorf, university officials at the
breakfast were Adm. Richard
L. Conolly (ret.), L. I. U. presi-
dent, and Dr. James M. Hester,
provost of the wuniversity’s
Brooklyn Center. Participating
as chairman of the alumni
fund’s special gifts committee
was Solomon Dobin, class of
1932, president of Bargain
Town, Inc., who opened the
drive with a $1.,000 gift.

Purpose of the drive Is to
make a specific contribution to
the total of '$3,720.000 sought
by th euniversity by 1960. The
alumni fund will be devoted
to efforts to increase faculty
salaries and build a new campus
on a seven-and-a-half-acre site
in downtown Brooklyn pur-
chased with a $500,000 gift
from Mr. Zeckendorf.

Saturday, October 19, 1957

_ Herald Tribune photo by Ted Kell

AT “SUNRISE RALLY” FOR L. I. U. FUND DRIVE—VWilliam Zeckendorf (seated
right), president of the L. I. U. board of trustees, at breakfast yesterday morning in
the dining room of Webb & Knapp, 383 Madison Ave., which he also heads. The
breakfast marked the start of the alumni fund campaign. Seated left is Adm. Rich-
ard L., Conolly, president of L. I. U. Standing (left right) are Dr. James M. Hester,
provost of the university’s Brooklyn Center, and Solomon Dobin, chairman of the
alumni fund’s special gifts committee.




THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE

AND

~- MEDICAL CENTER

JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL
DANIEL BAUGH INSTITUTE OF ANATOMY CURTIS OUTPATIENT CLINIC

THROUGHN AFFILIATION DEPARTMENT FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST
FIFE-HAMILL MEMORIAL HEALTH CENTER BARTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

GERMANTOWN DISPENSARY AND HOSPITAL WHITE HAVEN SANATORIUM ( POCONOS)

METHODIST EPISCOPAL HOSPITAL JEFFERSON HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING

CHARLOTTE DRAKE CARDEZA FOUNDATION
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 28, 1957

Dear Dick:

My apologies for not replying more promptly to your
letter of 17 October, but I have gone over your letter and
the enclosures several times, and have been thinking about
the matter.

To be perfectly honest, I can appreciate, after reading
Robbins' dossier, his splendid contribution to Planning, etc.,
etc. But unfortunately I have never liked Robbins very much,
and although he may be very brilliant mentally, his personality
is not one that would not, as far as I am concerned, create
any great warmth.

In the past eight and a-half years I have learned a great
deal about this hard-boiled civilian world, and also about
the reaction of said world to giving Naval Officers jobs.
When civilians are considering employing a retired Naval Of-
ficer, they consider three things, namely:

(a) Reputation for absolute honesty

(b) Experience in handling personnel

(c) Administrative experience.

Naturally, in addition to the above, the officer's person-—
ality must be pleasing to the persons who are considering
taking him on.

In Robbins' case there is no question but that he is honest,
that he has administrative experience, that he is a brilliant
man, and of course he has had experience in handling men, but
I would not say that was his forte.

In connection with going as President to any educational
institution today, the Board of Trustees of said institution
will add one other qualification, namely: public relations
ability. This is of primary importance to all educational




-2

institutions today, as there isn't a single one of them that

I know of, that doesn't need money. And no matter how you

try to pass the job over to your Public Relations Officer,

by the very nature of things, the President has the real re-
sponsibility forsuch matters. I could go on at great length,
but to be perfectly frank, Dick, I could recommend you without
the slightest difficulty, but I regret that I would not feel
honest with myself, if I recommended Robbins.

I will expect to see you here for the Army-Navy game and,
as usual, I will expect to see you at our apartment that
evening — don't disappoint me.

With my very best personal regards, in which Elsa joins
me, I am

Very sincerely,

Rear Admiral Richard W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




1516 3Lth Street, N.W.
Washington 7, D. C.
31 October 1957

Dear Rafe:

Many, many thanks for your fine letter of October 28, 1957.
I particularly appreciate your letter to President Deane Malott,
and I shall drop him a note with the purpose of making a friendly
contact and suggesting meeting him when next he comes to Washington.

I am sure that Newnort should be most interesting at this
time, particularly having been settled down a bit from the summer
doings. Life for Bar and me down here has been highly strenuous
because we have moved, at last, to 1516 3Lth Street, N. W,
Although considerably smaller than the house we were visiting in
when you saw us, we think it is probably just as nice in its own
way. The furniture had hardly been tossed into it before we had
the pleasure of having crowds of people into luncheons, cocktails,
and dinners. We are far from settled--no curtains and no pictures
yet, but the house is ready and panting to entertain our dear
friend Rafe. When are you coming down again? Your name is all
over the house and we want to see you.

I have no news of any prospective changes other than
those you listed in your letter. If you have the chance, why not
Jot down the rumors.

With lots of the best from both of usy oA M -

THOMAS H. ROSBINS, JR.
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy

Commodore Richard W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
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13 November 1957
Dear Rafe:

It was certainly nice to hear from you and I
appreclate and look forward to receiving the "old
school tie." I shall wear it with great pride. I
think it 1s a splendid idea. None of the foreign
officers that you mention in your letter have made
themselves known to me as yet. I will keep an eye
out for them.

Please give Slim Ingersoll my regards and
tell him that Operation "ENDURABLE" finally came
off last Monday. The weather was clear and bright
while we embarked the President and Madame and
immediately a front went by and we were in the soup
for an hour and a half. It finally cleared enough
to launch a small group and we gé#ve them a fairly
decent demonstration considering the weather. The
KEARSARGE never did get her planes off so the
BON HOMME RICHARD did the whole job. Everyone was
in a holiday mood. The President and Madame seemed
to enjoy themselves no end and sent me a nice dis-
patch. Tell Slim the menu we cooked up for the
feast at last was served and was just right. The
President ate two helpings of the main dish. Thank
goodness that one is over with.

Burke came to see us in late October. We
rounded up practically the whole fleet and gave
him four busy days. He must live right for the
weather was excellent both day and night. He
appeared extremely pleased with condition of the
fleet. He promised me I would stay for my 18
months but I have my fingers crossed on this one.

Ruth had a very cold summer in Maine and I
was glad to have her move back to Washington in
September. When you do go down, please give her
a call on the telephone at least. She is always
delighted when you put in an appearance or call
her. Her mother, Mrs. Millett, is with her as
well as two nurses. Her condition is about the
same except that her speech is gradually coming

back.

We started for Hong Kong but for the last
two days have been dodging typhoon "KIT." The
damn thing can't make up it's mind which way to




go and we are not in much better position than we
were yesterday. We will never make Hong Kong on time
now, which turns my arrangements into a "cocked hat."
These fiuisers are comfortable ships but they sure
can roll.

I will look forward to getting a copy of
Volume III. It has been a tremendous amount of
work, I know. The world events have only the effect
of keeping us on our toes. Our major mission out
here is "readiness" and I have the outfit organized
so that each time something happens I alert the
commanders of the units I feel will be concerned to
stand by to put a plan into effect on short notice.
Felix and Maurice Curts have been most understanding
and cooperative with me. It has been a pleasure to
work for them. Since they added the 3rd Marine
Division; 1lst Marine Air Wing and the Amphibious
Group, WﬁSTPAC to the SEVENTHFLT, I have had a
tremendous force available to me. It keeps me
plenty busy arranging their exercises and doing my
part in handling their‘xiasing and logisties problems.

This 1s all for now. Thanks again for the
nice letter and for the tie. My best wishes for
continued good health and success.

Sincerely,

WALLACE M. BEAKLEY
Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy

COMMODORE Richard W. Bates, USKN
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island










NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT. RHODE ISLAND

26 November 1957.

Commodore R.W. Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newvort, Rhode Island

Dear Commodore Bates:

Thank you very much for your recent
letter in which you expressed your enjoyment, as a parti-
civant with the Marines of the Naval War College, in cele-
brating the 182nd anniversary of the sarine Corps Birth-
day.

Your comprehensive observations on the
attendant significance of this annual event to our Navy -
Marine Corps team and its relationship to the national
defense are indeed worthy of deep reflection. Your lauda-
tory comments on the manner in which the affair was conduc-
ted have been made known to, and are sincerely aporeciated
by, those who worked so assiduously to guarantee its success.

On behalf of all the iarines at the
Naval War College, may I say that it was a pleasure and a
privilege to have had you with us at this year's festive
occasion.

ay long life and continued good health
vermit you to varticivate in future .iarine Corps Birthday
celebrations for many years to come,

Sincerely,







HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
WASHINGTON,D.C.

20 November, 1957.

Dear Commodore Bates:

My warm thanks for your most interest-
ing letter of November 16th. I appreciate your taking
the time to write me about the Marine Corps Birth-
day at the War College. I am sure it must have been
impressive and I hope was enjoyed by all.

We too had a beautiful one here and were
fortunate in having with us the Secretary of the Navy,
Admiral Burke, two former Commandants, and the
current Commandant General of the Royal Marines.
This year we had it at the Sheraton Park Hotel and
were able to have 1,400 people seated.

Again, many thanks for writing me and
with all good wishes.

Most s1ncere1

@7&‘ ey

R. McC. PATE

Commodore R. W. BATES, USN
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.










V| é

1516 3Lth Street, N. W,
Waghington 7, T, C.
25 November 1¢57

Dear Rafe:
¥-
This letter is about Ceptain Beverlli,r Coleman, USNR, who
remembers you with admiration and pleasure. “Vou will remember that
he took the two weeks' Senior Reserve Officers Course snd attended
the Global Strategy Discussions zbout two years ago,

He hes ssxed me er . iiir . skould do b 2. w hack as a
"repeater” next June. He feels whztu the local Commanciat w.,ld not
nominate hir as 2 repester--t-r VituE repscnge-and +hat. rrobably
his only chance of coring back to the College arain would be on the
College quota, .

I recollect that he not orlr got a lot vit of -Le course,
but that he contributed a great deal % the course, He is g prac-
tising lawyer in %Washington. He is also an cutstanding combat
officer, having been one of ~elly Turner's beach rasters, He has
mch other combat experience. e also was USNA 1922 who resigned
his commission, and later Joinec the Reserves,

He also was appoint:d and served as Chiaf of Mission for
the Assistance Frograms to, I belleve, Zolivia.

He is quite 2 fellow., I would recommend hir: far repeat
service at the College. TLo you think that you could get his name
on the 1list?

This letter is adcressed to yQu in the thought that you
might remember him and may be atle to 2% his name on the list on
tkat basis,

Best regards, as 2lwaySa~

/\/gk&
THOMAS H, ROBBINS, JR.
Rear Admiral, U, S, Navy

Commodore Richard W, Bates
U. S. Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

Op-29/gmj
27 November 1957

Rear Admiral R. W. Bates, USN (Ret.)
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rafe:

Your good letter of 21 November matched my arrival in the office
Monday. I shall of course assist in any way in the search for any informa-
tion you need at any time. I have talked with Mrs. Tanaka and told her
that when she needs a crowbar to let me know.

As you know, I always enjoy seeing you but it was especially good to
have those few hours with you in your busy work shop. Having looked at
what you are doing, I can now better understand your problems and real
achievements for the Navy. Again, many congratulations. I know people of
the future will be grateful for this project, whether or not they have
known you.

I will put on another search for Admiral Kid’aid's dispatches.
Incidentally, he was in Monday before your letter came and talked to me
about other matters. He appears to be in splendid health, like yourself.
While here, he asked me to be sure to provide him a copy of Volume III.
If everybody found your work as interesting as he, it would be a best
seller!

I enjoyed meeting your fine staff and having lunch with Henry Eccles
and the others. Many thanks for it. Please give my good regards to them
and Henry.

Best always.

E. M. ELLER
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.)
Director of Naval History




THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE

AND

MEDICAL CENTER
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

December 4, 1957

My dear Dick:

Just a quick note to tell you how
very much I appreciated your sending me
your tickets for the game. With the
tremendous demand from all hands and the
cook for tickets, I thought those you
sent me were not at all bad, and I know
they were very much appreciated by the
recipient.

Elsa and I both enjoyed seeing you
as we always do, and also we were pleased
to find you looking so well and in such
good spirits. After our party Saturday
night, my pet daughter, Betty Lou, told
me that she not only greatly enjoyed
talking with you, but that she thought

you quite an extraordinary person. I
confirm the latter statement.

Again my thanks, and with my very
best personal regards to you, I am, as
usual,

Very sincerely,

Tep—

Rear Admiral Richard W, Bates, USN
U. S. Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
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